CAREERAIDHUB   /   FREE ACADEMIC APPLICATION RESOURCE
Research-Intensive Postdoc Cover Letter | Editable Template
For experienced researchers or method-intensive postdoctoral positions • Adapt to the actual advert.
A postdoctoral cover letter selects evidence most relevant to one research project. It should not reproduce every CV entry, and longer letters are not always better.
[Your name / contact details]   |   [Date]   |   [Department / institution]
Subject: [Exact postdoctoral job title and vacancy ID]
Dear [verified contact / selection committee],
Opening | position and scholarly fit
I am applying for [exact role]. My research focuses on [defined field problem], and I have experience in [two or three substantiated techniques or approaches] from [actual role or completed training]. The advertised project’s emphasis on [accurate topic] directly matches [one demonstrated capability or intellectual interest].
Research evidence | choose two achievements, not a CV summary
In [verified prior project], I was responsible for [specific independent or team contribution], applying [method] to [research question]. [State outcome and its limitations only if documented, with publication / preprint / thesis / dataset status stated accurately]. This work developed skills in [relevant technical or analytical activity] that would support [the job’s essential task].
A separate project on [verified topic, if genuinely relevant] required [design / collaboration / analysis / supervision]. My individual role was [precisely stated]. It helped me learn [transferable skill or judgement], particularly [relevant challenge]. Include this paragraph only if it adds material evidence beyond the previous one.
Lab and project fit | connect evidence to the actual vacancy
I am especially interested in [specific published research direction or advertised task] because [scientific motivation]. My prior experience with [method] could support [concrete part of the role]. I would welcome the opportunity to develop [new expertise] through the group’s proposed work, subject to the team’s priorities and available resources.
Conclusion | professional and brief
Thank you for considering my application. I have provided [actual requested documents]. I would welcome an opportunity to discuss how my experience and research goals align with the project.
Sincerely,
[Your name]
Evidence and honesty check
	Statement in letter
	How to check it

	I led / designed / developed
	Is this consistent with project records and co-authors’ contributions?

	Published / accepted / submitted
	Does the manuscript have the exact status claimed?

	Experience in method X
	Have I actually used it? If not, state “interested in learning.”

	Facilities / collaboration
	Have I checked what the institution really offers?
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