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IMPORTANT: Original editable instructional resource. Replace every bracketed placeholder with your own verified information; remove guidance before submitting. Follow each vacancy’s format and length instructions.
1. Research identity and central questions
Use 1–2 short paragraphs. State the central problems, why they matter, and the through-line from prior work into future research.
[My research examines ... because ... . Across my doctoral and postdoctoral work, I have developed expertise in ... . My proposed independent programme asks ... .]
2. Verified past contributions
Prioritise scientific or scholarly contributions rather than a list of jobs. Identify the question, your own role, evidence and limits.
[Project A — research question and context.]
[My independent contribution: ... . Approach/method: ... . Verifiable finding/output: ... . Interpretation and limitations: ... . Supporting citation or output identifier: ... .]
[Project B — the next contribution, showing how it develops or departs from Project A.]
3. Current trajectory and independence
Explain how your emerging programme will differ from work owned or led by prior advisers.
[Building on ... , I now propose a distinct direction addressing ... . The original question I will lead is ... . Existing collaborators may contribute ... , but project responsibility and proposed independence should not be overstated.]
4. Future direction A — near-term, feasible
A coherent research question, hypothesis or interpretive proposition, method, likely barrier and fallback.
[Question: ... . Rationale: ... . Initial approach: ... . Essential resources: ... . Feasible first-stage output: ... . Risk/alternative: ... .]
5. Future direction B — medium-term extension
Explain a second direction that is connected but not a duplicate of Direction A.
[Question: ... . Difference from Direction A: ... . Methods: ... . Infrastructure and ethics considerations: ... . Possible collaborators (not confirmed): ... . Risk/alternative: ... .]
6. Programme integration and illustrative milestones
A five-year roadmap is optional. Use it only if appropriate for the target job or discipline.
	Time horizon
	Planned work and evidence (not guarantees)

	Years 1–2
	[Pilot methods; permissions, initial datasets, first applications.]

	Years 2–3
	[Test decisions against initial findings; adjust approaches; publish when ready.]

	Years 3–5
	[Extend validated lines, develop student projects and pursue suitable funding.]


7. Research feasibility and infrastructure
Avoid implying that institution facilities or external funding are already committed.
[Essential lab/compute/archive needs: ... . Existing capabilities: ... . Resources to be requested: ... . Approvals: ... . Fallback when funding or equipment is unavailable: ... .]
8. Funding, mentoring and collaborations
Describe potential pathways as aspirations, and name confirmed relationships only when accurate.
[Possible competitions/funding routes to assess: ... . Student mentoring contribution, where relevant: ... . Proposed collaborations and what would need to be agreed: ... .]
9. Verified departmental fit
Use only evidence from the current university website or job description.
[The department’s stated priorities in ... align with the proposed programme through ... . I would investigate whether ... resource is accessible. Do not imply that access or collaboration has been promised.]
10. Closing research vision
Conclude with a precise research programme and contribution rather than broad promotional claims.
[Over the next ... I will pursue ... , with success assessed through ... . This programme builds from my documented expertise while establishing ... as my independent scholarly direction.]
Final submission checks
[ ] All research contributions and citations are genuine.
[ ] My role is distinguished from supervisors and co-authors.
[ ] Funding and resources are described conditionally, not as awarded/secured.
[ ] The statement follows the target vacancy’s length and formatting rules.
[ ] I have reviewed it for clarity outside my immediate subfield.
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